
 

GCSE HISTORY 

Year 10 

 AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2 
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 The American West Henry VIII and his 
ministers 

Henry VIII and his 
ministers 

Henry VIII and his 
ministers 

Medicine through time 
c.1250 - present 

Medicine through time 
c.1250 - present 
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▪ The geography of North 
America. 
▪ The life of the Plains 
Indians. 
▪ White Americans’ 
exploration of the West 
and the Mountain Men. 
▪ The pioneer emigrants to 
California and Oregon.  
▪ Mormons and miners. 
▪ Manifest Destiny. 
▪ Cattlemen and 
Homesteaders on the 
plains. 
▪The problems of law and 
order in the West and the 
Johnson County war. 
▪ Changing Government 
policy towards the Indians. 

▪ Henry VIII’s background 
and character. 
▪ The rise of Wolsey, his 
domestic and foreign 
policies. 
▪ The fall of Wolsey and rise 
of Cromwell. 

▪ The Divorce Crisis and rise 
and fall of Anne Boleyn. 
▪ Luther and the ideology of 
the Reformation. 
▪ The Henrician 
Reformation of the Church. 

▪ The Dissolution of the 
Monasteries. 
▪ Opposition to the 
religious changes and the 
Pilgrimage of Grace. 
▪ Cromwell’s changes to 
English government and 
legacy. 

▪ Greek medicine, the 
theory of the Four 
Humours, Hippocrates, 
Greek health and 
treatments. 
▪ Roman medicine and  
Galen’s ideas about 
physiology, anatomy and 
treatment. 
▪ The collapse of the 
Roman Empire, Christianity 
and Islam and their impact 
on medicine.  
▪ Medieval living 
conditions, health and 
hygiene, domestic 
medicine, childbirth, the 
role of women, hospitals 
and caring for the ill. 

▪ How Europe coped with 
the Black Death. 
▪ The Renaissance, 
Vesalius, Paré, Harvey and 
Sydenham.  
▪ Inoculation, Jenner and 
vaccination. 
▪ Pasteur, Koch and germ 
theory. 
▪ Bacteriology, chemical 
drugs and vaccines.  
▪ Florence Nightingale, and 
hospitals. 
▪ Anaesthetics, antiseptics, 
blood transfusions, modern 
surgery. 
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 Y9 key assessment 6: 
Struggle for the Plains. 

Y10 key assessment 1:  
Wolsey. 

Y10 key assessment 2: 
Anne Boleyn. 

Y10 key assessment 3: 
Cromwell. 

Y10 key assessment 4: 
Pilgrimage of Grace. 

Y10 key assessment 5: 
Medieval Medicine. 

Y10 key assessment 6: 17th 
and 18th Century 
Medicine. 

Y10 key assessment 7: 19th 
and 20th Century 
Medicine. 

 

 



 

GCSE HISTORY 

Year 11 

 AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 
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 Medicine through time 
c.1250 - present 

Weimar and Nazi Germany Weimar and Nazi Germany Weimar and Nazi Germany Revision 
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▪ Inoculation, Jenner and 
vaccination. 
▪ Pasteur, Koch and germ theory. 
▪ Bacteriology, chemical drugs 
and vaccines.  
▪ Florence Nightingale, and 
hospitals. 
▪ The development of surgery. 
Public health in the 19th and 
20th Centuries.  
▪ The development of penicillin. 
▪ The National Health Service and 
its impact in the 1950s and 
1960s. Modern medical 
developments and problems. 
▪ Conditions and medical 
treatment in the trenches in 
World War One. 

▪ Germany’s defeat in the First 
World War and the formation of 
the Weimar Republic.  
▪ The strengths and weaknesses 
of the Republic, the problems 
1919-23 and the recovery 1924-
29.  
▪ The growth of the Nazi party 
and the reasons for Hitler’s 
coming to power.  
▪ Development skills of analysis 
and source evaluation. 

▪ Life in Nazi Germany and Nazi 
policies towards:  

– Women 
– Youth 
– Workers 
– The churches  
– The Jews 

▪ Development skills of analysis 
and source evaluation. 

▪ The strengths and weaknesses 
of the Nazi regime and the police 
state.  
▪ Hitler’s foreign policy and the 
outbreak of war in Europe. 
▪ Development skills of analysis 
and source evaluation. 

▪ Students will revise the four 
topics of the course and 
particularly practise exam 
technique.  
▪ Study of past papers and mark 
schemes. 
Practise timed answers.  
▪ Revision notes and work on 
committing details to memory. 
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  Y10 key assessment 8: Trench 
Environment. 

Y11 key assessment 1:  Weimar. Y11 key assessment 2: Hitler. American West revision test. 

Medicine revision test. 

Past exam questions. 

 

  



 

GCSE HISTORY 

 

The American West 

The American West will give students a detailed knowledge of the real history of the “Wild West”, a story of great drama and conflict. The influx of miners, farmers, 

cattlemen and soldiers into the West presented great challenges for them to overcome and ended with the tragic destruction of the Plains Indians ‘culture.  

The topic begins by examining the Native American Indians and their unique way of life. Students will learn how these people hunted buffalo on horseback and how they 

got their unusual names such as Black Kettle, Sitting Bull and Crazy Horse and find out why they took the scalps of their defeated enemies. The course looks at the lives of 

cowboys; was it really a life of drinking, gambling and gunfights or has Hollywood got it wrong? We will see how the Western lands were rapidly settled due to the discovery 

of gold and the fertile farmlands in California and Oregon. 

The History of Medicine 

The History of Medicine is a fascinating subject, crucial to understanding different ages in the past. The most important contributor to human happiness is good health and 

so medicine underpins all of history and links to religion, war, science, art and technology. It helps us to understand people and their ideas, and why things change or stay 

the same over time.  

The topic covers Roman healing Gods, Medieval Plague Doctors and of course modern-day medical geniuses like Edward Jenner, Louis Pasteur and Joseph Lister. The 

History of Medicine has not always been one of progress, knowledge of germs and bacteria did not exist until 1860 and millions of people died very painful and grotesque 

deaths as a result. This topic could give a real ‘injection’ of excitement to the GCSE years. 

Henry VIII 

Henry VIII is perhaps our most famous king and rightly so as he transformed England from a Catholic to a Protestant country and dramatically changed the course of English 

history. A fit, adventurous, warrior king in his youth, Henry’s life was shaped by great disappointments, particularly his efforts to produce a son and heir and his desire to 

reconquer the English lands in France. This is a dramatic and fascinating topic as we study how one man’s obsessions impacted a nation and forever changed England’s 

place in Europe. 

The Rise of Hitler in Germany 

The Rise of Hitler in Germany was arguably one of the most disastrous events in European history. So why did 43% of the German people vote him into power in 1933? How 

popular was Nazi rule in Germany? If Hitler had died in 1939, would we think of him as a great German leader and statesman? How far did the German people support 

Hitler’s actions which led to the outbreak of war? To what extent were they and people in German occupied countries involved in the Holocaust? Such questions make for a 

fascinating and thought-provoking topic which will give students a real understanding of modern Europe. 


