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Dear Parent or Carer, 

Our young people have sacrificed so much over the last year and as we return to our more normal 

ways of working, we must make sure that all pupils are supported to catch up.   

We have given careful consideration to the government’s long-term education recovery plan.  We will 

of course be taking advantage of the additional funding being made available for tutoring and teacher 

training.  However, we believe that supporting every child to get back on track will require a sustained 

and comprehensive programme of support, and we want to go even further to support pupils through 

our own education recovery plan.   

We believe that two most important determinants of success in learning are time and quality of 

teaching.  

We have made a significant change to the structure of our school day for 2021-22 in order to provide 

our pupils with the time that they will need to catch up both academically and socially.  It is vital that 

they catch-up with missed work, but it is also vital that they find joy in engaging in a wider curriculum.  

An exciting and well-considered extra-curricular programme can help to increase pupil engagement, 

improve teacher-pupil relationships and reveal unique talents of pupils and staff. 

Our new school day for 2021-22 will provide an additional 2.5 hours every week that can be used for 

extra-curricular activities and catch-up.   

We are still planning our extra-curricular programme for 2021-22, however the list below provides a 

flavour of what will be on offer for our pupils: 

School newspaper Mindfulness and relaxation Computer aided design 

Maths challenge (KS3/KS4) Science documentary and  
debate 

Eco club 

Gardening club Strategy club Foreign film club 

3D Printer club Chess/backgammon/cribbage Astronomy club 

Board games and puzzles Poetry club (leading to  
national competitions) 

Political debate 

Basketball/netball/badminton Concert band Choir 

 

The new structure will involve a significant change to how we deliver tutor time.  Schools traditionally 

have a tutor period each day of around 10 or 15 minutes.  It is not always possible to make effective 

use of this short period of time and it usually means assemblies are rushed.   
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Starting in September 2021, tutor period will take place for the whole school on a rolling programme 

of one hour per week, for example: 

- Week 1 - 1Mon P1 

- Week 2 - 1Mon P2 

- Week 3 - 1Mon P3 

- Week 4 - 1Mon P4 

- Week 5 - 1Tue P1    and so on.   

This will allow us to make far more effective use of tutor period for house related activities, such as 

house competitions, PSHE teaching and assemblies.    

We believe that the new structure will offer the following benefits: 

- Pupils and staff will have a guaranteed 30-minute lunch break.   

- We will be able to offer a wide range of extra-curricular activities for 30 minutes per day to 

increase engagement and strengthen teacher-pupil relationships.   

- We will have dedicated time in the school day for catch-up.   

- We will be able to make far more effective use of tutor time.   

The table below shows the new structure: 

Time Description Comment 

08:15 – 08:45 Breakfast club Pupils need to be dismissed to arrive at Period 1 before 
08:45.   

08:45 – 09:45 Period 1  

09:45– 10:45 Period 2  

10:45 – 11:05 Break Pupils able to purchase food from Dining Hall and 1503.   

11:05 – 12:05 Period 3  

12:05 – 13:05 Period 4  

13:05 – 14:05 Lunch Extended lunch break to allow for extra-curricular clubs and 
catch-up (30 minutes lunch, 30 minutes directed time) 

14:05 – 15:05 Period 5  

15:05 – 16:00  Extra-curricular activities, catch-up.   

16:00 – 17:00  Extra-curricular activities, catch-up.   

 

The last two academic years have been heavily disrupted, and we want to take significant action to 

support our pupils to catch up.  The extra 2.5 hours per week could provide as much as 80 additional 

hours (equivalent to 16 school days) for catch up for our year 11 pupils in their final year.  

Thank you for your continued support.   

 

Mr Worth  

Headteacher 
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